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General overview

Walloon region:

- Agricultural research centre(CRA-W)

- Responsiblefor the Walloon region
and the Germanspeakingregion.

FlemishRegion:

- Institute for Agricultural and Fisheries
Research (ILVO)

- Responsiblefor the Flemishregionand 
Brussels capitalregion.

Federal agency for food security is responsable(FAVV/AFSCA )

Delegatesthe inspectionto 2 independent regionalauthorities

- Regionalauthoritiesare responsiblefor organisation, administration, 
accreditationISO 17020, inspectionsΣ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǳǇΣΧΦ

- Close collaborationbetweenthe two regionalauthorities(sameequipment, 
software, accreditationΣ Χύ
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1995-1998 
1st cycle

1999-2001 
2nd cycle

2002-2004 
3rd cycle

2005-2007 
4th cycle

2008-2010 
5th cycle

2011-2013 
6th cycle

2014-2016 
7th cycle

2017-2019 
8th cycle

September 
1995: 
Inspection 
start up 
First 
inspection 
protocol 
for field 
crop 
sprayers.

September 
1998:
Protocol 
for orchard 
and 
vineyard 
sprayers

1999 - 2015: every 3 year update of the legislation and the protocols.

March 2011:
Publication 
inspection  
protocols for 
greenhouse 
sprayers and 
soil-disinfection 
machines. Start 
up greenhouse 
sprayers

January 2014:
Start up 
inspection 
from soil-
disinfection 
machines

To decide

2009:
Publication 
from directive 
2009/128/EC

End 2016:
All PAE have 
to be 
ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘŜŘΧ

History

Χ
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Testing equipment
Intensive use

- The testingequipment is intensivelyusedon a dailybase:

ĄUsage(10 to 15 inspectionsa day), loadingandunloading, transportingΣ ΧΦ 

- High qualitydemands! 

Ą Solid, accurate, reliableΣ ΧΦ

{ƻƳŜ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ fulfill.

Solutions:

- Adaptandstrengthenthe commercial equipment.

- Spareequipment andpartsin stock.
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Testing equipment
Limited offer
- For somemeasurementsonlyάōŀǎƛŎέ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ offered. 

- Basic equipment is OK for non frequent use.

- For frequent tasksandprofessional usefasterandergonomic
solutionsare recommended

(Some) basic equipment should be reviewed.

Solution:

- In house developementof new equipment.

- Example:

- Wireless pressuremeasuringsystem, 

- Automatic nozzletest bench,

- Χ
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Testing equipment
Software
- No standard software availableat start up. 

- Evolutiontroughout the years:

Ą Inspectionprotocols, mobile data handling, data acquisitionΣ ΧΦ

Software development and updates.

Solution:

- Software is updatedannually.

- Calculationsanddata acquisitionare implemented.

- Mobile teams work on the same synchroniseddatabase via mobile internet.
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Organizational issues
Absentees

- Ownersare automaticallyre-invited by letter after 3 years

- On averageabout15% absentees(Flanders) ! 

ĄDeath, stoppage, inappropriatedate, forgottenΣ Χ

Significant loss of time and income !

Somesolutions:

- Replanification(possiblein case of anearly
cancellations)

- Extra reminder by SMS somedaysbefore

- Fine for late cancellations
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Organizational issues
Suitable test centers(mainly in Flanders)

- Approximately120 test centers are rentedon a temporarybase.

- Flandersis a denselypopulatedregion:

Ą Locationsbecometoo small (> 45m boom width), other owners, other destinationΣ ΧΦ

Solution:

- Prospectingnew locations.

- If no suitablelocation, redivideownersto
neighbouringlocations.

Each year there are problems with at least 3 locations.


